
Dedham Public Schools 

FEBRUARY 2023 DISTRICT UPDATE 

 
  

Dedham Parents & Guardians, 

February has been a busy month for the District, but we are excited by some of the 

incredible work we are seeing from staff and students!   Some important District updates 

are included below, as well as some spotlights from our schools during the month of 

February.    

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND REMINDERS 

March 2:  Early Release - Professional Development 

March 15:  School Committee Meeting – Avery Elementary – 7pm 

March 17 & 18:  DHS Presents “Cinderella” – DHS Auditorium 

March 21: Family Folk Dance Night - Oakdale - 5:30-7:00 Free admission, everyone 
welcome 

Thursday, March 30:  Elementary Science Fair - 5:00PM - Oakdale Gymnasium  

 

DISTRICT NEWS 

Oakdale Elementary Building Project. The Oakdale project continues to move forward.   

Many thanks to those that have participated or attended the SBRC meetings over the last 

month, and to those who’ve reached out to share your input.    The latest presentations 
and information can be found on www.dedham.k12.ma.us/oakdaleproject  

 The SBRC hosted several public meetings during February, including a site 

walkthrough of the top sites that remain in consideration.   
  A visioning team of approximately 35 leaders, educators, parents, and 

community members worked collaboratively to establish educational, 

architectural, and community priorities for Dedham’s next elementary school 

building projects.  
 The District is now working to incorporate all of this information into the 

Educational Program that will be submitted at the end of this month to the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) as part of the Preliminary 

http://www.dedham.k12.ma.us/oakdaleproject


Design Program (PDP). 

LEAP Summer Enrichment.  Summer enrichment registration (JumpStart, Avery 

Institute, TREK) opened on March 1st.   Registration is being managed online using family 

PowerSchool accounts.   Summer program descriptions and registration help can be found 

on our website at : www.dedham.k12.ma.us/leapsummer.  

Elementary Science Fair. Dedham 3, 4 & 5th graders are encouraged to participate in 

our annual Elementary Science Fair.  Proposals are due March 3rd.  The Science Fair will 

be held on March 30th and is open to all who would like to see the student 

projects. www.dedham.k12.ma.us/sciencefair 

DHS Artists Exhibiting at Mother Brook.  In celebration of Youth Art Month, DHS 

student artwork will be part of an exhibit at the Mother Brook Arts and Community Center 

from March 6- April 10th. This exhibit will showcase a variety of different students' artwork 

from photography, painting, and ceramics.  We encourage all our DPS families to visit and 

enjoy the talented creations of our student artists. 

Curriculum Advisory Focus Groups.   All DPS families are invited to participate in one of 

two planned small focus group with members of the District Curriculum Advisory - March 

13th & March 30th (6:30pm - 7:30pm at DMS) Child care and dinner will be provided!  If 

you are interested in participating one of the scheduled focus groups, please RSVP using 

the following form by March 3rd: District Curriculum Advisory Focus Group RSVP 

 

AROUND OUR SCHOOLS THIS FEBRUARY 

Global Spotlight: DHS Students Visit Costa Rica 
 Over February break, DHS teachers Alison Guifarro and Abby Zuckerman 

accompanied 26 DHS sophomores, juniors and seniors to visit four regions of 

Costa Rica. The trip was a wonderful opportunity for DHS students to extend out 

of their comfort zone in Dedham, learn about self sustainability among other 
things, and ultimately become better global citizens of the world.  

Community Spotlight: DMS 7th Grade Community Pen Friends 
 The Dedham Middle School is launching a new community correspondence 

project - Pen Friends- for students in the 7th grade.  Created in response to some 

of the social and emotional challenges our teachers have observed over the last 

two years, Pen Friends was designed to expand student literacy skills while also 

helping to foster greater connections between our DMS students and the Dedham 

community.   

Technology Spotlight: Innovation in 6th Grade Science 
 Read about how technology is being used in a DMS 6th grade science class to 

enhance the multi-tiered lesson focused on measuring forces. 

http://www.dedham.k12.ma.us/leapsummer
http://www.dedham.k12.ma.us/sciencefair
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSey84Qy4v2pBj6D1RXvGRU1wVuapXCWBRhR2bchMAi5II5uzA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.dedham.k12.ma.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=8&ModuleInstanceID=3993&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=19565&PageID=9
https://www.dedham.k12.ma.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=8&ModuleInstanceID=3993&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=19568&PageID=9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IuCbbRuA26PthDhOaHnEnMMdERUswW8of3EGcNB9_78/edit


 

PHOTOS OF THE MONTH 

  

4th Grade Students in Ms. Twomey’s class at Avery presented on Natural Disasters as part 
of their Changing Earth unit in science. 

 

Dedham student musicians join the All Town Band concert on February 8th.  
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